
QQ What do you see as the 
greatest strength of the 
Israel-China relationship?

Israel and China share a deep 
commitment to bilateral relations. But 
while official diplomatic relations were 
established 18 years ago, Jewish-
Chinese cooperation actually dates back 
a thousand years – a Jewish community 
was established during the Song dynasty 
in Kaifeng, Henan province. Later, during 
WWII, the Chinese were among the very 
few nations that stood by our people, 
sheltering Jewish refugees who fled the 
Holocaust. In a modern context, Israel 
and China are breaking ground together 
in fields such as technology, water 
management, urban development and 
agriculture, to name just a few.

QQ Where do you see 
the most opportunity for 
increased growth?

China has a very dynamic economy. 
Bilateral trade has risen astronomically 
since the establishment of diplomatic 
ties. Both Israel and China share 
compatible markets and thus there 
is room for further development, not 
to mention more “people to people” 
programs. Just a few weeks ago, China 
launched a series of events called 
“Experience China” which introduced 
Chinese cultural facets to Israelis. We 
are planning similar activities to mark the 
18th anniversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations.
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QQ Do you think China  
will/should take a more 
active role in Middle 
Eastern affairs and the 
peace process?

China, like a few other nations, has a 
special envoy to the Middle East, who 
visits the area and delivers messages 
from China to Middle Eastern leaders, 
and then reports back his impressions. 
China can also play a role in influencing 
moderate Arab regimes to take a positive 
stance on the peace process.

QQ What has been your 
greatest success thus 
far in the relationship 
between Israel and China 
during your posting here?

I was involved with Chinese affairs 
for four years in the Israeli Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs before entering this 
particular post. China was the focus of 
my attention. In particular, I participated 
in the negotiations on a government to 
government agreement on tourism – an 
agreement which was signed several 
weeks after I took office (in October 
2007) and can serve as an excellent 
platform for a large number of Chinese 
tour groups visiting Israel. 

QQ What has been your 
greatest challenge?

Making the connection between a small 
nation to one of the largest powers has 
been a challenge. I have broached this 
challenge by focusing on the many 
similarities between Israel and China. 
We share a long history and traditions, 
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which date back thousands of years. 
Both nations were established in the last 
60 years; we in Israel created a “Small 
Miracle” and in China, a “Great Miracle” 
was created. Together we are embarking 
daily on new challenges to further 
develop our societies.

QQ With the establishment 
of relations in 1992, this is 
a fairly new relationship. 
What is its future?

Not many nations can attest to the kinds 
of accomplishments Israel and China 
have achieved together in such a short 
amount of time. With shared market 
objectives, development and “people 
to people” programs, Israel and China 
can look forward to further productive 
relations in the future. The greatest 
challenges that both countries face in the 
advent of the world economic crisis are 
the establishment of more sophisticated 
economies and industries. Israeli know-
how and technological assets may be 
very relevant to further development of 
China’s industries and economy. Both 
countries will concentrate on expanding 
relations in the field of technological 
research and development.

QQ You have represented 
Israel around the world, 
what is unique about 
working with the Chinese?

Because China is one of the most 
important nations in the world, which 
plays a dominant role in the world 
arena and bears a major influence on 
global events, this translates to a lot 
of work for any ambassador here. The 
composition of so many provinces 
(in China), some with the population 
and GDP equal to those of a medium-
sized nation in Europe, makes our 
assignments in China that much more 

significant. There aren’t many places in 
the world that have shown such a deep 
interest in Israel, past and present, as 
China has. With such easy access to 
the Chinese media, it has also been 
possible to be exposed to audiences 
numbering the millions.

QQ In 2006, you along 
with Ambassador Yael 
Rubinstein, made a 
historic visit to Indonesia 
in your representative 
capacities. What effect,    
if any, has this had on the 
relationship of Indonesia 
and Israel? 

Israel is placing special importance 
on attempts to develop relations with 
Muslim nations, particularly those in 
Asia. Indonesia is the largest Muslim 
nation in the world, which makes it 
particularly important. After the tsunami 

in 2004, Israel sent relief material to the 
affected people in the area. A year later, 
as Director General for Asian Affairs at 
the MFA, and together with Ambassador 
Rubinstein, I participated in a United 
Nations regional conference in Jakarta. 
What’s more, there are business ventures 
taking place in the area. All of theses are 
steps in our efforts to further enhance 
relations with the Muslim world.

QQ Now that you have had 
an insider’s view, what has 
impressed you most about 
China?

With a certain level of knowledge about 
how China looked a few years ago, I can 
say that the pace of its development is 
amazing. It is the result of the dedication 
of the Chinese leadership at all levels 
and of the people, who for decades have 
been diligently working to transform this 
country into one of the greatest success 
stories in history. 
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