
The Future is Here

The Israel-Asia Center (IAC) is a non-
profit organization in Israel dedicated to 
promoting understanding and furthering 
cooperation between Israel, the Jewish 
world and Asia.

Headed by Rebecca Zeffert, IAC carries 
out its mission by providing up-to-date 
information and analysis on Israel-
Asia affairs through the IAC website 
and newsletters; organizing events 
and briefings on Israel-Asia affairs; 
coordinating special programs between 
Israel and China; and developing a range 
of media advocacy initiatives to facilitate 
further exposure of Israel in Asia.

Their website is the one to watch for the 
latest in Jewish Asian news, events and 
developments. For more information 
about IAC go to www.israelasiacenter.org.

“Funny, You Don’t 
Look Jewish”

To many, Alisa Galper may not look 
Jewish, but she definitely looks like 
a star. This rising star was born in the 
United States and is part Jewish and 
part Chinese. Her official bio states 
that it was comments like, “funny you 
don’t look Jewish,” that inspired her to 
“embrace her uniqueness and celebrate 
her individualism through song and 
song writing.” 

Alisa rose to prominence in Asia after 
participating in a national singing 
competition in ShanDing, China in 2006. 
In 2007, she was invited to again appear 
in the ShanDing competition and later 
was a challenge winner on a hit Taipei 
show, Million Star Avenue. In June 2009, 
Universal Music Taiwan released her 
debut album, Alisa.

Warm greetings
from the Harbin 
Ice Festival

The 2010 Harbin International Ice and 
Snow Festival, in Harbin, China, includes 
a special photography exhibition entitled 
Inside Israel. This exhibition, curated 
by Iris Elhanani and held at the Harbin 
Jewish Research Center, includes 
a collection of over 50 photographs 
and reflects contemporary Israel from 
landscape to lifestyle. This is the first time 
Israel has been represented in the Harbin 
festival. The exhibition was opened by 
Israeli Minister of Public Diplomacy and 
Diaspora Affairs Yuli Edelstein along with 
Israeli Ambassador Amos Nadai.

The Inside Israel exhibition is being 
presented by graduates from the 
StandWithUs Israel Fellowship from 
Bar-Ilan University in partnership with 
the Israel-Asia Center. The student 
delegation was invited to attend by the 
Heilongjiang Provincial Academy of 
Social Sciences President Qu Wei. 

Inside Israel was initially curated on the 
occasion of Israel’s 60th anniversary. 
The complete exhibit is making a tour 
of China and commenced its tour at The 
Three Gorges Museum in Chongqing in 
December 2008. 

Kosher Dog Meat?

Kosher Dog Meat by Michael Levy is the 
title of a new book to be published by 
Henry Holt in the winter of 2010. It is a 
light-hearted memoir that helps remind 
readers that even the greatest distances 
between cultures can be bridged with a 
bit of wine, a few Woody Allen quotes  
and a lot of laughter. 

In 2005, author Michael Levy shipped off 
to China as a U.S. Peace Corps volunteer. 
For two and a half years, he lived as the 
only Jew in a province of forty million 
people. His hosts taught him about life far 
beyond the gaze of the New York Times. 
Levy returned the favor by hosting the 
first Passover Seder in Guizhou’s long 
history. What would China—nominally 
Communist, atheist, and decidedly un-
kosher— teach Levy about living life as 
an observant Jew? What would Levy—
often praised by his Chinese hosts for his 
distant relationship to Comrade Marx—
have to teach his Chinese friends? Alisa Galper from her debut album cover

Levy with the Wang family in Guiyang
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